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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 the Examiner may wish to consider the references listed 
on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A. In submitting these references for the Examiner's 
consideration, no representation is made or implied that the references are or are not material 
to the examination of the application. The Examiner is encouraged to make his or her own 
determination of materiality. Copies of the references are provided. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), it is hereby certified that each item in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office (copy 
enclosed) in counterpart European application, EP 98402351.5-1243, mailed October 1, 2003, 
not more than three months prior to the filing of the statement (37 C.F.R. Section 1 .97(e)). No 
petition fee is believed required, however, any fees associated with this communication may 
be made to Deposit Account No. 50-1 123. 
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